U.S. Patent Application Serial No, 10/698,819 

Response to Restriction Requirement and Amendment dated October 10, 2006 
Reply to Restriction Requirement Office Action dated 08/09/2006 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for treating a condition of a patient's airway wherein 
said condition is attributed at least in part to a spacing of a tissue from opposing surfaces in said 
airway; said method comprising: 

placing a tissue contractor within said tissue within an upper airway of said patient, said 
contractor including a static end and a tissue-engaging end; 

securing said static end at te a bony structure adjacent said tissue and securing said 
tissue-engaging end to said tissue and spaced from said bony structure; 

contracting a spacing between said tissue-engaging end and bony structure. 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said contracting includes shortening a 
length of said contractor between tissue-engaging end and said static end after at least partially 
securing said tissue-engaging end to said tissue. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 2 wherein said shortening includes pulling on 
said contractor near said bony structure and securing said contractor to said bony structure at said 
static end with said tissue under tension. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 2 wherein said shortening includes securing said 
contractor to said bony structure at said static end and then contracting a spacing between said 
tissue-engaging end and said static end to create a tension in said tissue. 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 4 wherein said contractor includes a tensioning 
member between said static end and said tissue-engaging end with said tensioning member 
retained in a stretched state by a bio-resorbable member selected to resorb after placement of 
said contractor in said tissue. 
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6. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said tissue is a soft palate of said 
patient and said bony structure is a hard palate of said patient. 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said tissue is a tongue of said patient 
and said bony structure is a jaw of said patient. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said condition is snoring. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said condition is sleep apnea. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for treating a condition of a patient's airway wherein 
said condition is attributed at least in part by a spacing of a tissue from opposing surfaces in said 
airway; said apparatus comprising: 

a tissue contractor dimensioned so as to be placed within said tissue within an upper 
airway of said patient, said contractor including a static end and a tissue-engaging end; 

said static end adapted to be secured in place near te a bony structure adjacent said tissue; 
said tissue-engaging end adapted to secure to said tissue; 

said contractor adapted to contract a spacing between said tissue-engaging end and said 
bony structure. 

1 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 comprising an attachment for securing said 
static end to said bony structure after pulling on said contractor near said bony structure and 
securing said contractor to said bony structure at said static end with said tissue under tension. 

12. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said contractor has a spacing 
between said tissue-engaging end and said static end which is reducible after said tissue- 
engaging end is secured to said tissue to create a tension in said tissue. 
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13. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 12 wherein said contractor includes a 
tensioning member between said static end and said tissue-engaging end with said tensioning 
member retained in a stretched state by a bio-resorbable member selected to resorb after 
placement of said contractor in said tissue. 

14. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said tissue is a soft palate of said 
patient and said bony structure is a hard palate of said patient. 

1 5. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 0 wherein said tissue is a tongue of said 
patient and said bony structure is a jaw of said patient. 

16. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said condition is snoring. 

17. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said condition is sleep apnea. 

18. -20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (New) A method according to claim 1 wherein said static end is secured directly to said 
bony structure, 

22. (New) A method according to claim 10 wherein said static end is secured directly to said 
bony structure. 
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